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NO DUCKS YET-Charlie 
Mathias, 5, checks the 
incubator in his cellar every- 
day hopefully waiting for 
the appearance of ducklings. 
Brother Robbie, 4, peers 
over the door. Both young- 
sters, sons of Rep. Charles 
“Mac” Mathias and Mrs. 
Mathias, use an old-fash- 
ioned candler to watch the 
ducks develop inside the 
shell. Sentinel photos by 
Carolyn Salisbury. 




pups. 

Delighted with the perform- 
ance he asked the inevitable 
question: how did they get in 
there in the first place? 

And so began the story of 
fertilized eggs and growing 
cells. 

To give the boys a clearer 
understanding of this develop- 
ment, Mrs. Mathias called on 
a helpful neighbor, borrowed 
an incubator and got a start 
with some hybrid mallards— 
Canard de Rouen— of French 
origin. Their distinguishing 
feature is a saucy gallic pom- 
pom on their heads. 

Charlie and brother Robbie, 
3-1/2, are up every morning 
to collect eggs from the duck 
pen. They was them and their 
mother dates them. Then into 
the incubator they go. 

The boys turn over the eggs 
on the incubator trays twice 
each day. Their mother sees 
. that the timperature remains 
at 99 or 100 degrees and that 
water is kept inside for 
humidity control. 

Before long, the boys will 
see a sticky little duckling 
emerge from a shell that once 
held a dark spot and a series 
of spreading veins. 

Meanwhile, Charlie pursues 
his interest in growing things 
by helping his mother in the 
garden. And through her subtle 
guidance, he's learning how 
plants grow. He took great de- 
light last week in showing a 



